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wars, became merely dissolute and luxurious before he reached
middle age. Louis XV, though he went on a campaign in the
War of the Austrian Succession, was no soldier. Frederick the
Great, who, though he had no moral principles, was by nature
Spartan, deplored the withdrawal of the monarchs from active
service. He held that every monarch should have a regiment
of his own, which he should regularly train and exercise, so
as to keep himself up to the mark in military affairs, and to
acquaint himself continuously with conditions in the army.
" If the sovereign does not concern himself with the soldiers,
and if he does not himself set the example to them, all is over
[Si le souverain ne se m£le pas lui-mSme du militaire, et s'il n'en
donnepas Vexemple, tout estfini\"l Frederick, it is well known,
slept upon a camp-bed, and even in his particular palace, Sans
Souci, preferred a little bare chamber; in this way of life he
was followed by his young contemporary, the Emperor Joseph
IL  King George II of Great Britain kept up the fighting
tradition of English kings by actually leading the advance of
the infantry at Dettingen on foot, into the fire and bayonets
of the hostile line; but he is the last English monarch recorded
by history as having done such a thing. The Emperor Joseph
II, the finest character among eighteenth-century monarchs,
the only unselfish one of the whole lot, was no soldier and no
believer in war, but he insisted on exposing himself freely under
fire at the capture of Shabatz in 1788. The monarchs probably
realized that war was, of all forms of public activity, the most
incalculable, the most ' chancy.'  The great captain Charles
William Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, said to Mirabeau in
1786, discussing the possibility of his engaging in further
mifitaiy service: " If it were necessary in an affair so impor-
tant to consult nothing further than the despicable gratification
of self-love, do I not know how much war is the sport of
chance? I have formerly not been unfortunate. I might here-
after be a better general, and yet might not have the same
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